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APPEAL
We, the undersigned non-governmental not-for-profit organizations, work to protect and promote

universal human rights, including the right to a healthy environment and to protect those individuals who
defend these rights. Therefore, we are deeply concerned about the fate of Evgeny Vitishko, a member of



Environmental Watch on the North Caucasus (Ekologicheskaya Vakhta po Severnomu Kavkazu) and a
respected environmental defender.

On 15 April 2015, the Kirsanovsky District Court in Tambov Region rejected Evgeny Vitishko's
request for parole. At the court hearings, the administration of the penal colony insisted that Evgeny Vitishko
could not be released on parole as he had received a number of reprimands. The reprimands included
giving one of his personal clothing items to another prisoner who did not have warm clothes and was cold;
sitting on his bed at an unauthorized time; sleeping at an unauthorized time in an isolation cell; storing food
in an unauthorized place; receiving correspondence from his lawyer without notification of the penal colony
administration; and “a negligent attitude towards weeding tomatoes.” In reply to this, Evgeny Vitishko
explained that some of those ‘violations’ did not happen, others are far-fetched. Also, Vitishko told the court
about violations committed by the penal colony administration, including the unlawful use of restraint
equipment against prisoners.

At the court hearings, the prosecutor supported the penal colony administration’s position not to
grant Evgeny Vitishko parole because he had not “admitted his guilt” and if released he would “continue
doing what he was doing.” Evgeny Vitishko’s defense team pointed out that by law, parole is not conditional
on admission of guilt. The court however took the prosecution and the penal colony administration’s side
and ruled that Evgeny Vitishko must continue serving his sentence. His defense team plans to appeal the
decision.

On 6 April 2015, Evgeny Vitishko was informed that the Russian Federation Supreme Court had
rejected his appeal regarding his custodial sentence. Therefore, parole remains the only hope for Vitishko’s
release.

In view of the information described above, we:

- ask Russian competent authorities to release Evgeny Vitishko immediately and
unconditionally as he is a prisoner of conscience who is imprisoned solely for peacefully
exercising his right to freedom of expression;

- express our deep concern that the formal reprimands issued on insubstantial grounds are a
form of harassment of Evgeny Vitishko and demand that this harassment stop immediately.

Sincerely,
1. Kate Watters, Crude Accountability, U.S.A.
2. Yulia Genin, Crude Accountability, U.S.A.
3. Rachel Denber, Human Rights Watch, U.S.A.
4. Catherine Cosman, U.S.A.
5. Sufian Zhemukhov, George Washington University, U.S.A.
6. Oleksandra Matviychuk, Center for Civil Liberties, Ukraine
7. Paul Goble, Institute of World Politics and producer of Windows on Eurasia, U.S.A.
8. Yevgeniy Zhovtis, Chair of Board, Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of

Law, Kazakhstan
9. Daniil Mescsheryakov, Moscow Helsinki Group, Russia
10. Olga Zakharova, Freedom Files, Russia
11. Janette D.Sherman. M. D., Independent researcher and writer, U.S.A.
12. Tolekan Ismailova, Human Rights Movement "Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan", Kyrgyztan
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Robert Orttung, The George Washington University, U.S.A.

Mariya Yasenovska, Kharkiv Regional Foundation Public Alternative, Ukraine

Natalia Taubina, Public Verdict, Russia

Artur Sakunts, Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Vanadzor office, Armenia

Brigitte Dufour, International Partnership for Human Rights, Belgium

Helsinki Committee of Armenia, Armenia

Yuri Dzhibladze, Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Russia
Krassimir Kanev, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, Bulgaria

Alexey Knizhnikov, World Wildlife Fund, Russia

Vadym Pyvovarov, Association UMDPL, Ukraine

Dovile Sakaliene, Human Rights Monitoring Institute, Lithuania

The Kosova Rehabilitation Centre for Torture Victims, Kosova

Leanne Grossman, U.S.A.

Alex Postica, Promo LEX, Moldova

Mark Fodor, CEE Bankwatch Network

Lewis Gordon, Environmental Defender Law Center. U.S.A.

Lene Wetteland, Norwegian Helsinki Committee, Norway

Huub Scheele, Both ENDS, Netherlands

Antanina Maslyka, Barys Zvozskau Belarusian Human Rights House, Belarus

Thomas Hughes, ARTICLE 19 (International)

Alex Levinson, Pacific Environment, U.S.A.

Marcos Orellana, Center for International Environmental Law, USA

Amanda Starbuck, Rainforest Action Network, U.S.A.

Nikolay Rybakov, Bellona (Ekologichesky pravozashchitny center “Bellona”), Russia

Yulia Y. Naberezhnaya, Environmental Watch on North Caucasus (Ekologicheskaya Vakhta po
Severnomu Kavkazu), Russia

Lina Zernova, Social Movement ‘Rodnoy Bereg’ (Obshchestvennoe dvizhenie ‘Rodnoy Bereg’),
Russia

Sergey Simak, Russian Green League (Rossiyskaya Zelenaya Liga), Russia

Veselov A.K., Union of Ecologists (Soyuz ecologov), Russia

Fyodorov A.V., Green Cross (Zeleny Crest), Russia

Menshykov Valery, Center for environmental policy (Center ecologicheskoy politiki Rossii), Russia
Laletin A.P., Friends of Siberian Forests (Druz’ya sibirskih lesov), Russia

Elena D. Krasnova, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia

Zimenko A.V., Center for Biodiversity Conservation Center (Center okhrany dikoy prirody), Russia
Zinaida Altukhova, Social Ecological Center for Sakha Republic (Yakutia) (Obshchestvenniy
ecologichesky center Respubliki Sakha (Yakutia), Russia

Olga N. Senova, Russian Social Ecological Union, Friends of the Earth Russia
(Socialno-ekologichesky soyuz, Druz’'ya Zemli Rossiya), Russia

Irina S. Reznikova, Russian Social Ecological Union, Kostroma Branch (Socialno-ekologichesky
soyuz Kostromskoe otdelenie), Russia

Gennady Mingazov, Russian Association of environmental journalists of the Russian Union of
Journalists (Associaciya zhurnalistov-ekologov Soyuza Zhurnalistov Rossii), Russia

Elena Kolpakova, Russian Social Ecological Union (Socialno-ekologichesky soyuz), Russia
Vitaly Servtnik, Kola environmentall center (Kolsky ekologichesky center), Russia

Chizhova Vera Pavlovna, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia

Sergey Mitrokhin, Chairman of Russian party ‘Yabloko’, Russia
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Alexey Yablokov, corresponding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Professor and Head
of ‘Green Russia’(Zelenaya Rossiya) of the Russian political party “Yabloko’, Russia

Astakh Kayumov, Ecological Center ‘Dront’ (Ekologichesky Center ‘Dront’), Russia

Olga Senova, Friends of Baltic (Druzh’ya Baltiki), Russia

Sorokin N.V., chairman of the Social Ecological Union, Kostroma Branch (Socialno-ekologichesky
soyuz Kostromskoe otdelenie), Russia

Dobretsova T.1., Kostroma movement ‘For the sake of life’ (Kostromskoe oblastnoe
obscshestvennoe dvizhenie ‘Vo imya zhizni’), Russia

Tanja Nyberg Magnitsky Act Initiative, Director, U.S.A.

Alison Dilworth, Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI), United Kingdom
Liliane Spendeler, Amigos de la Tierra Espafia/Friends of the Earth Spain, Spain

NataSa Crnkovi¢, Center for Environment, Bosnia and Herzegovina

David Heller, Friends of the Earth Europe (31 European countries)

Maruska Mileta, YFoEE Steering group, Young Friends of the Earth Europe (13 European
countries)

S.M. Mohamed Idris, Sahabat Alam Malaysia/Friends of the Earth Malaysia, Malaysia

Naylya Ibragimova, Nature and Youth, Russia

Sergey Shapkhaev,Buryat Regional Union for Lake Baikal, Russian Social Ecological Union,
Russia

Sam Cossargilbert, FOE Australia, Australia

Leonore Gewessler, GLOBAL 2000 - Friends of the Earth Austria, Austria

Blanche Weber, Mouvement Ecologique / Friends of the Earth Luxembourg, Luxembourg
Bertrand Sansonnens, Pro Natura / Friends of the Earth Switzerland, Switzerland

Emma Courtine, Indigenous Peoples’ and Community Conserved Areas and Territories Consortium,
Switzerland

Angi Mauranen, Maan ystavat / Friends of the Earth Finland

Jiri Kozelouh, Hnuti DUHA / Friends of the Earth Czech Republic

José Elosegui, Amigos de la Tierra América Latina y Caribe / Friends of the Earth Latin America
and the Caribbean

Natalia Salvatico, Amigos de la Tierra Argentina - Friends of the Earth Argentina

Isaac Rojas, COECOCEIBA / Friends of the Earth Costa Rica

Karin Nansen, REDES (Social Ecology Network) / Friends of the Earth Uruguay

Ricardo Navarro, Centro Salvadorefio de Tecnologia Apropiada / Friends of the Earth El Salvador
Gustavo Castro, Otros Mundos / Friends of the Earth Mexico

Tatiana Roa Avendafio, CENSAT Agua Viva / Friends of the Earth Colombia

- 150. Simone Lovera, Global Forest Coalition, Executive Director (69 organizations from 45
countries)
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2650 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington,
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dakc: 011 1 202 298-5735

OBPALLEHNE

Hwxenognucaslumecs HenpaBUTENbCTBEHHbIE HEKOMMEPYECKMEe opraHm3alummn paboTtatoT B cdhepe
3aLKUTbI M NOOLLPEHUS YHUBEPCAnbHbIX MPaB YerioBeka, B TOM YMCrle npaBa Ha GrnaronpusiTHyto
oKpyXatoLLyto cpefly. Mbl Takke 3awuiaem BCex, KTO 3aliuiiaeT 3T npasa. [oaTomy Mbl rny6oko
03abo4eHbl cyabbon Butuwko EsreHus NeHHaguesmya, yneHa CoeeTa 3konornvyeckon BaxTsl no
CeBepHomy KaBkasy, yBakaeMoro 3alimTH1MKa Npupoabl 1 Npas YenoBeka.



15 anpens 2015 r. KupcaHoBckuiA panoHHbin cyg TamboBckon obnacTu oTkasan B y4OBETBOPEHNM
xogartanctea Butuwko E.I'. 0 ero ycnoBHo-gocpo4Hom ocBoboxaeHun. Bo Bpemsi cyaebHbIx 3acegaHuin
afMVHUCTPaLUS KONIOHMU HacTameana Ha ToM, 4To Butnwko E.I". He MOXeT NonyyYnTb YCIOBHO-AOCPOYHOE
0CBOBOXAEHNE B CBA3N C TEM, YTO Y HEFO MMEKTCSH BOCEMb HapYLLEHUIA U CEMb B3bickaHun. Cpeaun
“HapyLLueHnn” YncnaTea cneayowme: nepegan cBov npeaMeT oaexabl ApYroMy 3aKrnioYEHHOMY, KOTOPbIN
3aMEép3, NOTOMY YTO Y TOro He Obino TENNbIX BELLEN; CUOEN Ha CBOEW KpOBaTK B HEYCTAHOBIIEHHOE BpeEMS;
cnan B WTpaHOM N30MATOpPEe B HEYCTAHOBMNEHHOE BPEMS; XPaHUI NPOAYKTbl MATAHWUS B HE3aKOHHOM
MecTe; NoMy4mI KOpPECNOHAEHLMIO OT CBOEr0 aBokKaTa, He YBeAOMMB 00 3TOM agMUHUCTPALMIO KOFIOHUN;
a Takke «xanaTHO OTHECCS K Mponosike NnoMMaopoBy. B oTBeT Ha aTn “HapyweHus”, Butuwko E.IM. nosacHun
Cyay, YTO OQHWN HEe COOTBETCTBYIOT AENCTBUTENBHOCTU, ApYrue sSiBNSTCA HagyMaHHbIMU. Butuwko E.T.
TaKKe pacckasan cygy O HapyLUeHUsIX, COBEPLUEHHbIX afMUHUCTPaLMEN KONIOHMU, B T.4. O HE3AaKOHHOM
NCMNONb30BaHMU CMNELCPeaCTB B OTHOLLEHUM 3aKITHOYEHHbIX.

Mpokypop nogaepxan no3uumio agMUMHUCTPaLLMM KOMOHUN, OTMETMB MPU 3TOM, YTO
"HanpaBneHHOCTb Y BUTULLKO ocTanack, OH He MPU3HaeT CBOK BUHY 1 COOMpaeTcs Nocne Beixoda Ha
cBobopny Bce genatb Tak xe. YO oH He gocTtomH". 3awmta Butuwko E.I. npokomMMmeHTMpoBana B cyae, 4To
HenpusHaHue BUHbI He SIBNSIETCS OCHOBAHMEM OTKa3a B YCNOBHO-40CPOYHOM ocBoboXaeHun. Tem He
MeHee, cyf, NPVHSAN NO3ULMIO TOCYyapCTBEHHOTO OOBMHUTENS U aAMUHUCTPALIMKN KOJNTIOHWM, OTKa3as B
YCNOBHO-A0CPOYHOM ocBoboxaeHun. 3awmta Butnwko E.I. 6yaeT obxanosaTb 3TO pelleHne cyaa.

6 anpens 2015 r. BepxoBHbin Cya PO oTkazan Butuwko E.I'. B paccmoTpeHum ero xanobbl Ha
pelleHne cyga ob OTMEHe YCMNOBHOIo HakasaHusi. B cBs3n ¢ 3TUM, YCNOBHO-0OCPOYHOE 0CBOOOXAEHME
octaetcs ans Butuweko E.IN. eanHcTBEHHOM Hagexaon Ha ceoboay.

B cBs131 C BbILLENINIOXEHHBIM, Mbl, HUXKEMOANMCABLUMECH,

- Tpebyem OT KOMMNETEHTHbLIX POCCUNCKNX OPraHOB HE3aMeanuTenbHO NPUHATL BCe
Heobxoaumble Mepbl Ansg HeMeaneHHoro oceoboxaeHnst Butuwko E.IN. 6e3 kakmx-nmbo
YCINOBUIA, MOCKOMbKY TOT SIBNSIETCSA Y3HUKOM COBECTM, KOTOPOro NULnmM ceoboabl
NCKNIOYMTENBHO 32 MUPHOE MNOfb30BaHME NpaBoM Ha cBoboay CrnoBa;

- Bblpaxkaem rrnybokyo 03abo4eHHOCTb B CBSA3N C TEM, YTO popMarbHble HapyLLeHNs 1
B3bICKaHUs, 6e30CHOBaTENBLHO BbIHECEHHbIE B agpec Butuwko E.IM., anstoTcs dopmoin
OoKa3aHWsi JAaBMNEHUSI HA HEro CO CTOPOHbI aAMUHUCTPALIMN UCMPABUTENBHOIO YUYpEXAEHNS,
n Tpebyem, 4ToGbI AaBneHne Ha Butnwko E.I". npekpatunocb HemMeaneHHo.

14 masa 2015r.

Kate Watters, Crude Accountability, U.S.A.

Yulia Genin, Crude Accountability, U.S.A.

Rachel Denber, Human Rights Watch, U.S.A.

Catherine Cosman, U.S.A.

Sufian Zhemukhov, George Washington University, U.S.A.

Oleksandra Matviychuk, Center for Civil Liberties, Ukraine

Paul Goble, Institute of World Politics and producer of Windows on Eurasia, U.S.A.

Yevgeniy Zhovtis, Chair of Board, Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of
Law, Kazakhstan

9. Daniil Mescsheryakov, Moscow Helsinki Group, Russia
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Olga Zakharova, Freedom Files, Russia

Janette D.Sherman. M. D., Independent researcher and writer, U.S.A.

Tolekan Ismailova, Human Rights Movement "Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan", Kyrgyztan

Robert Orttung, The George Washington University, U.S.A.

Mariya Yasenovska, Kharkiv Regional Foundation Public Alternative, Ukraine

Natalia Taubina, Public Verdict, Russia

Artur Sakunts, Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Vanadzor office, Armenia

Brigitte Dufour, International Partnership for Human Rights, Belgium

Helsinki Committee of Armenia, Armenia

Yuri Dzhibladze, Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Russia
Krassimir Kanev, Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, Bulgaria

Alexey Knizhnikov, World Wildlife Fund, Russia

Vadym Pyvovarov, Association UMDPL, Ukraine

Dovile Sakaliene, Human Rights Monitoring Institute, Lithuania

The Kosova Rehabilitation Centre for Torture Victims, Kosova

Leanne Grossman, U.S.A.

Alex Postica, Promo LEX, Moldova

Mark Fodor, CEE Bankwatch Network

Lewis Gordon, Environmental Defender Law Center. U.S.A.

Lene Wetteland, Norwegian Helsinki Committee, Norway

Huub Scheele, Both ENDS, Netherlands

Antanina Maslyka, Barys Zvozskau Belarusian Human Rights House, Belarus

Thomas Hughes, ARTICLE 19 (International)

Alex Levinson, Pacific Environment, U.S.A.

Marcos Orellana, Center for International Environmental Law, USA

Amanda Starbuck, Rainforest Action Network, U.S.A.

Nikolay Rybakov, Bellona (Ekologichesky pravozashchitny center “Bellona”), Russia

Yulia Y. Naberezhnaya, Environmental Watch on North Caucasus (Ekologicheskaya Vakhta po
Severnomu Kavkazu), Russia

Lina Zernova, Social Movement ‘Rodnoy Bereg’ (Obshchestvennoe dvizhenie ‘Rodnoy Bereg’),
Russia

Sergey Simak, Russian Green League (Rossiyskaya Zelenaya Liga), Russia

Veselov A.K., Union of Ecologists (Soyuz ecologov), Russia

Fyodorov A.V., Green Cross (Zeleny Crest), Russia

Menshykov Valery, Center for environmental policy (Center ecologicheskoy politiki Rossii), Russia
Laletin A.P., Friends of Siberian Forests (Druz’ya sibirskih lesov), Russia

Elena D. Krasnova, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia

Zimenko A.V., Center for Biodiversity Conservation Center (Center okhrany dikoy prirody), Russia
Zinaida Altukhova, Social Ecological Center for Sakha Republic (Yakutia) (Obshchestvenniy
ecologichesky center Respubliki Sakha (Yakutia), Russia

Olga N. Senova, Russian Social Ecological Union, Friends of the Earth Russia
(Socialno-ekologichesky soyuz, Druz'ya Zemli Rossiya), Russia

Irina S. Reznikova, Russian Social Ecological Union, Kostroma Branch (Socialno-ekologichesky
soyuz Kostromskoe otdelenie), Russia

Gennady Mingazov, Russian Association of environmental journalists of the Russian Union of
Journalists (Associaciya zhurnalistov-ekologov Soyuza Zhurnalistov Rossii), Russia

Elena Kolpakova, Russian Social Ecological Union (Socialno-ekologichesky soyuz), Russia
Vitaly Servtnik, Kola environmental center (Kolsky ekologichesky center), Russia



52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
57.

58.

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.
75.

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.

Chizhova Vera Pavlovna, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia

Sergey Mitrokhin, Chairman of Russian party ‘Yabloko’, Russia

Alexey Yablokov, corresponding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Professor and Head
of ‘Green Russia’(Zelenaya Rossiya) of the Russian political party “Yabloko’, Russia

Astakh Kayumov, Ecological Center ‘Dront’ (Ekologichesky Center ‘Dront’), Russia

Olga Senova, Friends of Baltic (Druzh’ya Baltiki), Russia

Sorokin N.V., chairman of the Social Ecological Union, Kostroma Branch (Socialno-ekologichesky
soyuz Kostromskoe otdelenie), Russia

Dobretsova T.l., Kostroma movement ‘For the sake of life’ (Kostromskoe oblastnoe
obscshestvennoe dvizhenie Vo imya zhizni’'), Russia

Tanja Nyberg Magnitsky Act Initiative, Director, U.S.A.

Alison Dilworth, Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI), United Kingdom
Liliane Spendeler, Amigos de la Tierra Espafa/Friends of the Earth Spain, Spain

Natasa Crnkovi¢, Center for Environment, Bosnia and Herzegovina

David Heller, Friends of the Earth Europe (31 European countries)

Maruska Mileta, YFoEE Steering group, Young Friends of the Earth Europe (13 European
countries)

S.M. Mohamed Idris, Sahabat Alam Malaysia/Friends of the Earth Malaysia, Malaysia

Naylya Ibragimova, Nature and Youth, Russia

Sergey Shapkhaev,Buryat Regional Union for Lake Baikal, Russian Social Ecological Union,
Russia

Sam Cossargilbert, FOE Australia, Australia

Leonore Gewessler, GLOBAL 2000 - Friends of the Earth Austria, Austria

Blanche Weber, Mouvement Ecologique / Friends of the Earth Luxembourg, Luxembourg
Bertrand Sansonnens, Pro Natura / Friends of the Earth Switzerland, Switzerland

Emma Courtine, Indigenous Peoples’ and Community Conserved Areas and Territories Consortium,
Switzerland

Angi Mauranen, Maan ystavat / Friends of the Earth Finland

Jiri Kozelouh, Hnuti DUHA / Friends of the Earth Czech Republic

José Elosegui, Amigos de la Tierra América Latina y Caribe / Friends of the Earth Latin America
and the Caribbean

Natalia Salvatico, Amigos de la Tierra Argentina - Friends of the Earth Argentina

Isaac Rojas, COECOCEIBA / Friends of the Earth Costa Rica

Karin Nansen, REDES (Social Ecology Network) / Friends of the Earth Uruguay

Ricardo Navarro, Centro Salvadorefio de Tecnologia Apropiada / Friends of the Earth El Salvador
Gustavo Castro, Otros Mundos / Friends of the Earth Mexico

Tatiana Roa Avendafo, CENSAT Agua Viva / Friends of the Earth Colombia

- 150. Simone Lovera, Global Forest Coalition, Executive Director (69 organizations from 45
countries)



